Jim Ripley

Jim Ripley’s sudden death in his home in Savannah on 6 April at the age of 67 is a great loss to his family and to his many friends in the Valley, over 30 of whom attended his memorial service today in Harrow.

Jim’s athletics career as a sprinter started with Essex Beagles, where he showed considerable prowess before joining the Valley, training and competing at the old Alperton track. Jim was a talented sprinter who ran “evens” for 100 yards.

Jim was a truly charismatic man and one that everyone found easy to like and respect. His commitment and enthusiasm were contagious, his energy was limitless, and he was always great fund to be with and the life and soul of the party.

Jim’s greatest contribution to the club was through his work as Team Manager with our British League team, initially in the late seventies, and more recently for a second term.
Under Jim’s leadership, and with the support of Peter Townsend, and Brian Laws, the club won the British League championship and went on to represent the UK in the European Clubs championship. Jim was a great Team Manager who engendered enthusiasm and commitment in the athletes, who responded readily to his own energy and determination. With Peter Townsend in active support, the team was a successful and above all a happy team that over-achieved and individuals were always prepared to commit to the team performance. Athletes loved Jim and Jim loved the athletes.
Jim’s legacy at Thames Valley Harriers is that he has shown us how well team management can be done and the many athletes who competed under his leadership will always treasure those special years.
As a Team Manager Jim appeared to be everywhere, and certainly could be heard everywhere, at the stadium. He had a special interest in the sprints, and particularly the 4x400m where he roared himself hoarse in support for the Valley boys in the final, and often deciding, event of the match.
We had some great times together and some great laughs – including the famous moment after an Edinburgh British League match when Geoff Capes (UK Shot Putt record holder and World’s Strongest Man) decided that Jim was the root cause of all his problems. The sight of Jim being dangled upside down by one leg is one that will be long remembered by all present – fortunately Jim came to no lasting harm, except to his ego!
There was obviously much more to Jim’s life than athletics and work. With Helen, Jim raised two children, Jackie and Paul and he was devoted to them and to their respective partners Gary Telfer, and Nicki and of course his grandchildren Natalie and Kobi. Jim and Helen have always been immensely proud of Jackie and Paul and in particular their sporting achievements  - Jackie’s in athletics and Paul’s in football. 
Following Jim and Helen’s separation Jim met and eventually married Ellen and moved to her native town of Savannah in Georgia, USA, three years ago, where they lived quietly until Ellen’s sad death on 6 March this year to be followed so quickly by Jim exactly one month later on 6 April.

I know I speak for everyone in the club who ever knew Jim when I say that your passing will be sadly mourned and you will be sorely missed.

Thanks for all the memories, Jim.
